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TO THE 
Worthy InHABITANTS 


OF THE | 
United Pariſhes 


St. Mary Magdalen, and St. Gregory. 


Gentlemen, 


FI dared think meanly of what Per- 
| ſons of your T aft and Fudgment ap- 

prove, I. ſhould have judg'd this Diſ. 
courſe by no means worthy of coming abroad, 
as indeed it was not by me Deſign d to do: 
But the great Obligations I have to you, 
as well as the . and Value I 

2 


have 


\ 


3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
have for you, engage me to a Compliance 
with your Requeſt for its Publication. I 
therefore here offer it you, as I preach'd it, 
without Alterations , begging you will 
pleaſe to Accept it in Print, as Candidly as 
you heard it, and take it as a Poor Proof 
of the Grateful Senſe of your many Fa- 


vours to, 


Sirs, 


Your moſt Obliged 
Humble Servant, 


5 F. Harris. 


— 


Preached on the 


AS T- DAY. 
F ASI n 
MA N 
Jeremiah XVIII. 11. 
— Thas ſaith the Lord, Behold 1 frame Evil gainſi 
jou, and deviſe à Device againſt you: Return. ye now 


every one from his Evil way, and make your Ways and 
your Doings good. | 


HESE words are one part of the Prophet's. 
many Diſcourſes andPreachingsto thePeople 
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of Iſrael, under the wicked Reign of Je- 
hojakim,, and when the diſmal Babyloniſh 


- Captivity was near approaching: Which Captivity 


he had over and over foretold would befal them, if 
they continued in ſuch a Courſe of Sin and Wicked- 


neſs, as they then were actually engaged in. And 
here in theſe Words, he repreſents God Almighty as 


deſignedly ſetting himſelf againſt that wicked Nation, 


and as ſtudiouſly contriving their Ruin and Deſtru- 
B ction. 


| 
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2 A Sermon preach'd on the 

ction. Behold, thus ſaith the Lord, I frame Evil againſt 
you, and deviſe « Device againſt you : But yet tho? this 
would certainly at laſt be executed upon them, if they 
went on ſtill in a wicked and diſobedient Courſe of 
Life; and though God would certainly glorifie him- 
ſelf in Judgment and Puniſhment on thoſe, who 
would not permit him to exerciſe his belaved Attri- 
butes of Goodneſs and Mercy towards them; Not- 
withſtanding this, I ſay, God ſtill intended that both 
the preſent Denunciation, and the very Inflictiun of 
theſe Evils ſhould lead them to Repentance: Shqul, Wl 
awaken them to# a due, ſenſe of their former Evil "n 
ways, and engage them in an habitual Exerciſe of MU 
the Duties of Religion. 

For rhus the Prophet exhorts them, Return ye nom, 
ſince there is this Evil contrived againſt you, return 
je nom, immediately, every one of you from his Evil ways, 
and make your ways and your doings good. 

In diſcourſing on which Words I ſhall be obliged to 
ſpeak to theſe two Heads, | 


- Firſt, To ſhew you in what Senſe God may be ſaid 
to Frame Evil, or deviſe evil Devices againſt any Na- 
tion or People, and then 

Secondly, What his Deſign is in ſo Doing, and what 
Duties are Incumbent on a Nation to perform, on 
this Account. 0 Hine 1 


As to the former of theſe ; In what Senſe God may 
be ſaid to Frame or Deviſe Evil againſt any Nation 
or People: | 194g | = bo 

We muſt underſtand; ia the firſt Place, That what- 
ever is in its OWn Nature Morally Evil, What ever is 
Malum per ſe, as the Schools ſpeak, Whatever is con- 
trary to the Eternal Rules of Goodneſs, Juſtice, Truth, 
Holineſs or Purity, this *cis utterly impoſſi ble, 

| that 


{ 
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that God can any * be the Author of; *tis im- 
poſſible that he ſhould commit it himſelf, or in- 
duce or occaſion any Being to do ſo. The Na- 
ture of God, and his very Idea and Notion, im- 
plies Eſſential Goodneſs; he is repreſented in Scrip- 
ture to be of Parer Eyes, than even to behold Iniquity: 
With him there can no Evil dwell, and there is no manner 
of Unrighteouſneſs in him. ' Nay, ſo far is he from 
making or creating Evil, properly {peaking 'That he 
is ſaid wot to have made even Death, which is the 
Reſult or Puniſhment of it; That is, he doth no 
more will Originally and Primarily, the Deſtruction 
and Miſeries of his Creatures, than he doth the E- 
vil Sin and Wickedneſs that occaſions it: He is 
expreſly ſaid by the P _ Ezekiel, by no means 
to delight in the Death of him that dieth, but rather 
that he would turn from his Mictedneſs and live: And 
therefore He is perfectih free from the Blood of all Men; 
their Deſtruction is entirely from themſelves. Mo- 
. ral Evil therefore is by ao means the Creature of 
God; he made it not, he Wills it not, nor can he 
poſſibly frame or contrive any ways to induce or 
enſnare Men into the Perpetration of it. 


The True State of this Matter, St. James * 


us, Chap. 1. v. 13, &c. Let no man ſay, whey the is 
tempted (to Evil) I am tempted of Goa, for God can- 
not be tempted with Evil, neither tempteth he any Man, 
but every Man is tempted when he is drawn away by 
his onn Lufts, and Enticed : For when luſt hath con- 
cerved is bringeth forth Sin, and Sin when it is finiſhed 
bringeth forth Death: All good Gifts proceed from God 
the Father of Lights, and in his Nature there is not the 
left ſhadow or poſſibility of variableneſs, or turning to- 
wards <ul. | | 


B 2 But 


this be a large Artic 


— 
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But then as to a Secondary, and very frequent 
Senſe of the Word Evil, as it fignifies what they 
ſometimes call Mataral Exil, that is the Evil of Pain, 
Chaſtiſement or Puniſhment, which is often Evil 
only Circumſtantially, and not Eſſentially; and tho' 

Ic „and will take in all Penal 
and Afflictive Evil, . ſuch as Bodily Diſeaſes and 
Pains, ill ſucceſs in our Deſigns and Undertakings, 
Diſgraces and Reproaches, Dangers, Difficulties 
and Diſtreſſes, Diſtractions, Vexations and Trou- 
bles of Mind, with many other things which ei- 
ther in reality are or appeor- Evils to our Natural 
Senſes and Fancies, yet I ſay, all theſe are but Names 
and Empty ſounds in compariſon with Spiritual and 
Eternal Evils: ſuch as vicious Diſtempers of Mind, 
Indiſpoſitions to Worſhip, Serve, and Obey our 
Creator, ill progreſs in our Spiritual Affairs, diſſa- 
tisfaction as to our State in reſpect of God, actual 
Tranſgreſſions and Offences againſt him, and con- 
ſequently incurring his Diſpleaſure, being obnoxi- 
ous to his Wrath, deprived of his Favour, Grace, 
and Aſſiſtance, and of the Bleſſing of his Holy. 
Spirit to inſtruct and guide us into all Truth; 
To which add, Remorſe and Anguiſh of Soul, for 
having violated or neglected our Duty to God, to 
our Neighbours and our ſelves. 

Theſe I ſay, we ſhould be ſenſible are much 
worſe than any of thoſe Penal and Afflictive, thoſe 
Natural and Temporal Evils above mentioned- 
For thoſe God frequently doth for very good Rea- 
ſans (as we ſhall fee by and by) Frame, Deviſe, and 
Contrive to bring upon the Sons of Men; and of 
ſuch kinds of Evil it is, that the Scripture is every 
where to be Underſtood , when it repreſents God 
as bringing them upon any People or Nation. 

Thus 


** 
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Thus the Prophet, ſarah 45. 7. Introduces God 
ſaying, Imale Peace, and create Evil, and the Pro- 
phet Micah faith, Evil came down from the Lord, 
on the Rebellious Peopde of Iſrael: And to mention 
no more, faith God, zs there Evil in the City, and 
have not done it? | 
By this manner of Expreſſion therefore of God's 
being faid to frame and deviſe Evil againſt a wick- 
ed and rebellious People, we are to Underſtand, 
that his Wiſdom and his Power, his Goodneſs 
and Juſtice being conſtantly over all his Works, 
he takes conſtant Cogniſance of all Humane 
Actious; we are to be convinced, that he is preſent 
every where to Chaſtiſe his Children, and to Puniſh 
the daring Violaters of his Laws; That be In- 
terferes with all the Tranſactions of Mankind, 
and that nothing is done with his Cogniſance 
and Concurrence, and which his Infinite Wiſdom, 
will ſome way or other, and in its, proper time 
and ſeaſon order fo, as that it ſhall make for the 
ood of the whole, redound to the Honour. of 
is. Providence, and to the Praiſe and Glory of 
his Holy Name. ds 
And that God ſhould thus by his Providence 
interfere with all Humane Affairs, and more eſpe- 
cially exert himſelf in the great and publick Tranſ- 
actions of the World, nay ſo far as to frame and 
contrive Evil againſt a Nation or People, when 
they are under ſuch Circumſtances as require it; 
and that there will be frequently ſuch Circum- 
ſtances that will require it; may I hope appear 
very plain and reaſonable from the two following 
Conſiderations. 


1 
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A Sermon preacſhid on the 


—— 


Firſt, Becauſe the framing and bringing Evils 
of this Nature, is the only poſſible way of pu- 
niſhing Communities, States, Bodies-Politick and 
Conſtitutions or forms of Government, conſidered 
as ſuch: For theſe are things which only have 
place in this World. They are not Deſign'd to 
be everlaſting, and properly ſpeaking, do end 
and determine here: As to particular Perſons we 
cannot certainly conclude, that they ſhall be puniſh- 
ed in this World, becauſe God hath appointed a 
ſolemn Judgment to ſucceed hereafter in another 
State: Where no doubt an ill Prince ſhall be call d 
to a ſevere account for his neglect or miſmanage- 
ment of the great Truſt, that is repoſed in his 
hand; and each individual ſubject, that either 
gives his helping hand to ſet up his Prince a- 
bove the Law, or refuſes to obey him according 
to it, — —4 ſufficiently puniſhed for either kind 
of Rebellion; And therefore if God permits theſe 
Perſons to go unpunithed here; the Juſtice of his 
management will be ſufficiently cleared up here- 
after, when all things ſhall be Re-examined before 
his great Tribunal. But now if you conſider 
Governours, and Subjects collectively; as they may 
concur together to carry on Deſigns deſtructive to 
the publick go d of their om Community, or to 
the invaſion, or diſturbance of that of their 
Neighbours; under t is Conſideration,” I ſay, as 
they are Nations and Publick Societies, which 
are by no means Immortal, they are not accoun- 
table in another State: and therefore it muſt be 
very juſt and reaſonable in God, who by his 
Providence, governs and diſpoſes of all Events in 
CY” the 
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the World, to let theſe methods receive their 
puniſhments in this World, and to frame Evil 
and Deſtruction againſt tlie Contrivers of ſuch 
Publick Oppreſſion or Rebellion. | 
And thus we all know it hath been with Us 
more than once: Both thoſe who by Abſolute and 
A. bitrary Methods, have endeavoured to break 
in upon the beſt conſtituted Government in the 
World, and thoſe who by Faction and Rebelli- 
on have actually endeavoured perfectly to de- 
ſtroy our Legal Conſtitution in Church and State; 
both theſe, I ſay, by ſignal Inſtances of God's 
framing Evil againſt them, have been blaſted and 
ruin'd, and the Juſtice , Goodneſs and Wiſdom of 
God abundantly diſplayed in their Puniſhment and 
Deſtruction, and for this we have often publickly 
offered up to God the Sacrifice of our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings, with a gratitude J hope as real 
as the gracious Deliverances required. | 
And ſince there is, we fee, ſuch very good, nay, 
almoſt neceſſary, Reaſon that God ſhould frame E- 
vil, and deviſe deſtructive devices againſt ſuch Parts 
or Members of any Community, as either contrive 
Methods to deprive their Fellow Subjects of their 
juſt right of Protection under it, or to ren- 
der it Injurious to the Peace and Quiet of their 
Neighbouring States, we may very well always, 
and no doubt ought very particularly on ſuch ſo- 
lemn Occaſions as this, to put up our Prayers to 
God, that he would pleaſe to do fo Now: That 
he would at this Time confound the Devices, 
and bring to nought the Counſels of thoſe, who 
as they have introduced Arbitrary Power and 


Tyranny in their own Country, fo they would 


— 
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ON ud hs why their Infatiate Ambition after abſolute Sove- 


2 


reignty and Univerſal Monarchy, invade the 


Property, deſtroy the Peace, and diſturb the Hap- 


pineſs, and Quiet of their Neighbours. 

And it is uſually ſeen, that” when a Nation 
grows Epidemically wicked, and that Men be- 
come debauched in their Principles and Pra- 
tices univerſally , they are generally puniſhed 
this very way: 'twere eaſy to give many In- 
ſtances of this, both Sacred and Prophane, An- 
cient and Modern, but one or two will do: 
We are told in 2 Chrox. 12. 5. That when the 
Iſraelites had forſaken God, he did ( as he uſed 
always to deal with them on ſuch Occaſions) 
leave them in the hand of Shiſhak Ming of Eygpt. 
Apt was a place the Jews had a ſtrange unaccoun- 
table fondneſs for, tho' they had not the leaſt Rea- 
ſon imaginable to be ſo: and what that Nati- 
on was always to them, ſuch I think in a man- 
ner hath a Neighbouring Kingdom been to us : 
We have doated upon it, and admired it to al- 
moſt a degree of Madnels: Many Perſons of Con- 
dition and Diſtinction, have thought it their beſt 
way to ſignalize themſelves, to uſe their Language, 
put on their Dreſs, and it may not perhaps be- 
untruly ſaid of roo many of them, to talk with 
their Noiſe, Geſticulations, and Impertinences: 
and there has been ſcarce any thing thought 
tine and agreeable, but what ſome way or other 


| hath had a French Air or Dreſs to commend it: 


Now would not one think there were ſomething 
very extraordinary in the behaviour of that Na- 
tion towards us (tor I ſpeak not againſt their 
Native worth) to engage us. to. this. profound: 

Love 


r 
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Love and Eſtimation of them; and that the 
French had ſome way or other peculiarly obliged 
us, and endeared themſelves to us? Indeed it 
continually endeavouring to debauch our Courts. 
with Arbitrary Principles, and the whole Nati- 
on by Scepticiſm, Vice and Folly ; If contriving 
Matches for our Princes, that engaged them in 
the Popith Intereſt, and put them upon Arbitrary 
Methods and Deſigns; If {lighting and baniſhing 
our Two ExiPd Princes out of their Country, and 
openly countenancing and courting one, who 
by no other Pretence or Title than fuc- 
ceſsful Treaſon and Rebellion had uſurpt their 
Place and Power, and barbarouſly Murdered 
their Pious Father ; If uſing all the poſſible Arts 
to ſoften, enervate, and dif-ipirit our true Exgliſb 
Bravery and Courage; If a conſtant Courſe of 
Perfidiouſneſs in breaking the moſt ſolemn 
Leagues; If baſeneſs in contriving Plots, and 
bribing corrupt Miniſters to ſell us, and betray us; 
and it now at laſt, Ween they ſec they cannot 
ſooth us; and fool us into an Admiration of an 
Idolatrous Religion and abſolute Tyranny , they 
fairly attempt by graſping at Univerſal Monarchy, 
to force us into a liking of, or at leaſt a compli- 
ance with Wooden Gods and Wooden Shoes; if 
ſuch Actions as theſe, I ſay, can endear the 
French Nation and Government to us, and are 
in our Opinions juſt grounds for our Love and 
Efteem of them, then indeed we have Caule 
enough to be fond of and dote upon them, and 
we have been more than once in a fair way, to 
have a through Gratification of our deſire. | 


C But 
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But let us hope and pray, That as God hath 
often made that Nation a Thorn and Goad in 
our ſides to puniſh us for our over fandneſs of 
them, and of thoſe Vices and Follies, which 
have in a good Meaſure come to us by their 
means; ſo he will pleaſe at laſt to make their Ex- 
travagant, and Exoibitant Ambition, in graſping. 
at Univerſal Dominion, a means to Puniſh their 
Pride and Perfidiouſneſs, and by framing Evil, and 
deviſing Devices againſi them, by graciouſly ſuc- 
ceeding the Efforts and Endeavours of. us and. 
our Allies, in this ſo very juſt a War, and in 
ſtrengthening. the Hands of Thoſe who are now. 
bravely endeavouring to Defend their Religion, 
and Properties, againſt their Perfidious and Mer- 
cileſs Perſecutors; by theſe, and ſuch like Me- 
thods, I ſay, we may juſtly Hope and Pray, 
that God will put a ſtop to their boundleſs Am- 
bition, and. to their Exorbitant Power; and re- 
duce them ſpeedily to ſuch due Bounds and Li- 
mits, as that they ſhall be neither capable for. 
the future of invading the Property nor diſtur- 
bing the Peace of their Neighbours ; nor of in- 
ſulting and triumphing over the Religion and Li- 
berties of their. own Subjects. But again, 


Secanaly, Another Argument to induce us to 
ke the Rea ſonableneſs of Gods framing Evil, and 
deviſing Puniſhment and Affliction againſt a Na- 


tion or People, may be taken from the gracious. 
Deſign which He always hath ia it, and that is 


ia Amend and. Reform, to Better and Improve 


them; 
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them; to convince them of the Folly and Wick- 
edneſs of their preſent Sinful Courte, and to #- 
waken them to 2 due Senſe of their Guilt and the 
Aggravation of their paſt Sins and Tranſgreſſi- 
ons. | 


And when-ever it hath this happy Effect, as 
God always intends and defigns it ſhall have, it 
is then ſo far from being a real Evil, that it's 
the greateſt Mercy and Bleſſing that, under 
thoſe Circumſtances, can befall us: indeed »s 
chaſtiſement for the preſent can ſeem joyous , but 
will be grievous and irkſome to fleſh and Blood; 
but yet 'tis a ſure Mark of God's Paternal Love 
and Affection to us, and without it we are ſaid, 
to be Baſtards, and not Sons. It may be wholeſome 
Phyſick, and it will certainly redound to our Ad- 
. yantage at laſt, if we make that right uſe of it, 
that we ought to do. 


For thus God repreſents himſelf as dealing 
with his own People the Jews: The Lord thy 
God ted thee forty Tears in the Wilderneſs, that he 
might humble thee, and prove thee, to know what 
was in thy Heart, and whether thou wouldſt keep his 
Commanaments or not, Deut. S. 2. and after they 
were come into the Land of Promiſe, God faith, 
Judg. 2. 21, 22, 23. That he will not drive out 
from before them, any of the Nations, which Joſhua 
left when he died, that through them be might prove 
Hrael, and engage them to keep in the way of the Lord 
their God. And thus the Prophet Iſaiah, Chap. 27. 
v. 7, 9. Tells us, That the Reaſon of God's ſmiting 
Jacob, was, that by that means his Iniguit) =o 


— 
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be purged out , and that it might prove fruitful to 
the raking away of his Sin. And the ſame Pro- 
phet tells us, Chap. 29. 9. Thar when God's Judg- 
ments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World, 
will learn Righteouſneſs. This therefore you ſee is 
one great Aim that God has in framing Tem- 
poral Evils, Troubles and A fflictions, and bring- 
ing them upon any Nation or People, that they 
== may be, by this means, awakened and induced, to 
Return every one of them from their Evil ways, and 
that they may make their ways and their doings good: 


Which will bring me to ſpeak (as I propoſed) 
in the laſt place, du 


Secondly, To thoſe Duties that are required of 
us, when God does thus frame and deviſe Evil a- 
gainſt us: Which are here in the Text ſumm'd 
up briefly in theſe Expreſſions, that we ſhould 

Returu every one of us from owr Evil ways, and 
make our ways and our doings good. And this. 
will imply in the General; that *tis our Duty 
from the Conſideration gf God's viſiting us with 
his Judgments, and his bringing ſuch Temporal E- 
vils, as War and Trouble upon us, to ſearch duely 
into, and ſtrictly examine our Hearts and Lives; 
and to reſolve ſincerely and ſpeedily, to Reform 

| whatever hath been formerly amiſs: to depart 
from all the irregular ways of Sin and Wicked 
edneſs, and to exerciſe our ſelves for the Time 
to come in a continued Courle of Vertue, Re- 

ligion and Piety. 


A * 
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And as we are obliged to do this in the Gene- 
ral, if we expect a Bleſſing on our Efforts and 
Endeavours, and Succeſs to the Enterprizes oſ 
our Fleets and Armies; ſo in particular we ſhould 
N a (eſpecially on ſuch ſfolema Occaſions of 
Faſting and Humiliation as this) into thoſe very 
Sins which probably have been the more imme- 

diate Cauſe of our preſent Calamities; and which 
we have too juſt cauſe to fear , will continual- 
33 them upon us; and of which if we 

o not ſeriouſly repent, and take to a contrary 

Courſe, the Meaſure of our Iniquities, may too 
ſoon be full, and God may {weep us away 
with a ſwift Deſtruction. I think it my ne- 
ceſſary Duty on this Occaſion, to Enumerate: 
ſome of thoſe heinous Sins and Vices, which 
probably have induced our gracious God to frame 
Evil, and deviſe wrath againſt us. 


Firſt, As a Foundation for all, and which in- 
deed Fits and Qualifies, Men for all the reſt ; hath 
not Atheiſm and Infidelity, Scepticiſm and Pro- 
faneneſs, and an open contempt ot all Religion, 
too viſibly appeared. amongſt us? Eſpecially a- 
mong ſome of thoſe who hade had a great ſhare. 
in the Management of our Publick Affairs? 
And can we think that God will let this Enor- 
mous height of Wickedneſs go long unpuniſhed.? 
Whichaims at the rooting. out the very Idea and: 
Notion of a God out. of the Minds of Men, and 

rfectly extinguiſhes the Belief of his Power, 
ä and Government of the World. 200 
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Hath there not too viſibly appeared among 
us, fuch a Spirit of Sordid Self-Intereft , that 
Men have ſtuck at nothing in the World, to 
enrich and aggrandize themſelves ? hath not the 
Antereſt and Advantage of the Publick, been con- 
tinually Sacrificed to private Profit? And not on- 
ly the Money, but even the Trade of the Nation, 
been uſurpt by a few hands, to almoſt the Preju- 
dice and Ruin of every one elſe? - 


Then how wretchedly have we run our ſelves 
into Parties and Factions, and carried matters to 
ſuch a ſtrange pitch of Extravagance, that one 
ſide would not join with the other in the ac- 
ceptance, nor in the diſcharge of Publick Places, 
.and Employments ; and if they were unwillingly 
intermixt, they would jointly neglect their Bu- 
ty to the Government, te contrive methods to 
diſplace and ruin one another? 


And how notoriouſly have we been ungrate- 
ful to our Gracious God, for the many won- 
derful Deliverances he hath wrought for us? 
What poor Returns have we made for the fo of- 
ten repeated Miracles of his Love and Mercy 
t0 this Church and Nation, in fo often preſer- 
ving it from Ruin and Deſtruction? And how bar- 
baroufly do ſome of us treat the Memory of 
-One whom he was lately pleaſed to make the 
great Inftrument of our Deliverance from the 
greateſt Danger and Diſtreſs, and of almoſt all 
the Hopes we have now of Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs in our Conſitation-for the time to come - 

45 Again, 
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Again, What a blind ſtupid Affection have too 
many of us diſcovered- towards 2 Intereſt ; 
which ſhould it ſucceed, would inevitably in- 
volve us in Ruin and Deſtruction? Would en- 
dea vour to enſlave our Minds to a Religion, 
whoſe Worſhip is Superſtitious and Idolatrous; 
would ſet up a Foreign Power and- Juriſdiction, * 
both in Church and State among us; and if 
we would: not comply with this, would expoſe us. 
to the utmoſt Inſults. and Oppreſſions of Tyranny 
and Arbitrary. Power; in plain Exgiiſh, to Dra- 
goons, Gibbets, Wheels and Galleys. 


That then our Aſſembling together on this. 
ſolemn Occaſion may have its deſired effect, 
we mult return every one of us from Theſe, and all 
other Evil ways, and. Make our Thoughts, Words, 
aud Doings good. 


We muſt not appear only to Men to Faſt, or when 
we do ſo, do it for ſtrife and debate, and to 
fmite with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs ; The Faſt that God 
hath. Choſen, ſaith the Prophet, is: not only to male 
our Voices to be heard on. high, to hang down aur 
Heads like Bulruſbes and to ſpread Sack-cloth and. 
Aſpes under as: No one that thinks at all ſeriouſly, . 
cam call this 4 Faſt and an acceptable Day - unto- 
the Lord, when in the Time of our Faſt we find: 
pleaſure and exact all our Labours: No | the Faſt that 
God hath choſen, Jaiah tells us, Chap. 58. 6, 7. is to 
looſe all the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy Bur 


dens, to let the Oppreſſed go free, and to break every Toke ; 
| 4 to 
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to deal our Bread to the Hungry , and to take Com- 
paſſion upon the Poor and Needy, This, and this 
only is the way to render our Humiliation, 
Faſting and Prayer, pleaſing and acceptable to 
God; on this ground only can we rationally 
expect that God ſhould forbear to frame Evil a- 
gainſt us, and avert thoſe Judgments, which 
our many Sins and Tranſgreſſions deſerve. If 
we would expect ſucceſs from the Attempts of 
our Fleets and Armies, to maintain the Balance 
of Europe, to ſecure Liberty and Property, a- 
gainſt the Invaſions of the Exorbitant Power 
and Unjuſt extravagant Ambition of our Op- Pas 
preſſive Perfidious and Arbitrary Neighbour, 
we muſt ſpeedily retarn every one of us from our 
Evil mays, lay aſide every weight, and thoſe Sins 
which do moſt eaſily beſet us, we mult become new 
Creatares , get us clean Hearts, and Right Spirits, 
and we mult reſolve upon, and practiſe right 
and juſt things at home towards one another, 
and by no means. oppreſs, defraud or make un- 
lawful Advantages one of another in any re- 
ſpect: We muſt live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
the World, perfecting Holineſs in the fear of God; 
or elſe our Prayers and our Faſting will ſignifie 
nothing but only to inflame our great Account; 
and diſmally to encreaſe our Condemnation. 
For like that of the wicked Man, # will then be 
an Abomination to the Lord, and be turned into 
Sin. | N. c 
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Let us not be deceived, God is not mocked 
with meer ſhew and appearance only, he will 
not be pleaſed with a dejected look only, or 
with a pompous Declaration of our Love towards 
him, and our Neighbour, and with a pretended 
Repentance+ SO 


No, he that doth Righteouſneſs, he only is 
Righteous. But if we can ſhew our true Love 
tor our Holy Religion, by an Habitual exerciſe 
of all the Duties of it, then we may reaſon- 
ably hope, that God will continue to ſecure it to 
us: It we can diſcover the juſt eſteem and re- 
gard, that we have for the beſt conſtituted 
Church and Government in the World, by the 
Correſpondence of our own Lives and Actions 
to it; by a faithful and humble Obedience, to 
all that are in Authority over us; by the Ex- 
erciſe of true Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, Honeſty, of 
brotherly Love and Charity towards one another, 
then we may have a well grounded ExpeQation, 
that our Admirable Conftirution will be conti- 
nued to us: That God will give to ſuch, as 
this way diſcover themſelves to .be truely bis 
People, the Bleſſing of Peace; Peace with our 
Neighbours round about us, and Peace in our 
own Nations and Dominions; Peace alſo of 
Mind and Conſcience within our own Breaſts, 
which is the Happy reſult of reflecting on a well 
ſpeat Life: A Peace which the World cannot 
give, nor, God be thanked, take away from us; 
And, at laſt, Eternal Peace, everlaſting Reſt, 


Glory and Happineſs in Heaven, as the Gra- 
| D cious 
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cious Reward he hath promiſed te all thoſe who 
truly Love and Fear his great and Glorious Name.. 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy, Grant to us / 
all for the Merits, and by the Mediation of 


the leſſed Jeſus. 
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Advertiſements. 


Nee ſome late Papers, relating to the 


Univerſal Deluge, and to the Natural Hi-- 
ry of the Earth. | 


The Atheiſtical Objections againſt the Being of 
a God, and his Attributes, fairly Conſidered, and 
fully Refuted; in Eight Sermons, Preached in the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London. 1698. Be- 
ing the Seventh Year of the Lecture, Founded by 
the Honourable Robert Boyle, Efqj, 


The Practice of Religious and Moral Duties, the 
Beſt way to make a Nation Happy; a Sermon 
Preach'd in the Pariſh Church of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen old Fiſb ſtreet, on Friday the fourth of April, 
1701, Being the Faſt-day appointed to be obſer- 
ved in a moſt Solema and Devout Manner, for 
the Imploring a Bleſſing from Almighty God, up- 
on the Conſultations of the Parliament, and for 
the Preſervation of the Proteitant Religion, and 
the publick Peace. All by John Harris, M. A. and 
Fellow of the Royal- Society. 
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Advertiſements. 


- Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Practical Subjects, By 

the late Reverend Wilian Payne, D. D. with a Pre. 
face, giving ſome Account of his Life, Writings, 
and Death. 


Sermons preached upon ſeveral. Occaſions, By 
George Stanhope, D. D- Chaplain in Ordinary to 
Her Majeſty. Newer before publiſhed. In 8 0. 


The Duty of Juries- A Sermon preached at the 
Lent Aſſizes holden at Maidſtone in Kent, before 
the Right Honourable the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Holt, and the Honourable Mr. Baron Tracy, April 
the 1ſt. 1701. By George Stanhope, D. D. Chap- 
lain in Ordinary to her Majeſty. r 


A Sermon preach'd on the Fifteenth day of March 
170;. on the Occaſion of the Death of our late 
Sovereign King William the Third. By John Ham- 
mond, Rector of Catsfield in Suſſex. - * 
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All Printed for Richard Wilkin,at the King's 
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